
CHINA Take a virtual tour with these 
books and films set in China. 

Beijing Taxi (Documentary) 

The intimate lives of three taxi drivers are seen through a humanistic lens as they navigate a 

quickly morphing city, confronting modern issues and changing values in this documentary.  

AV AREA B 

 

China in Ten Words by Hua Yu (Non-Fiction) 

The first work of non-fiction available in English by the James Joyce Foundation  

Award-winning author is presented through a framework of ten phrases to offer insight into 

the nation’s modern economic gaps, cultural transformations and ubiquitous practices of  

deception.  985.18 Y 

 

Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See (Fiction) 

An evocative story of friendship set against the backdrop of nineteenth-century China follows 

an elderly woman and her companion as they communicate their hopes, dreams, joys, and 

tragedies through a unique secret language.  FIC SEE 

 

The Little Red Guard by Wenguang Huang (Non-Fiction) 

Traces a Communist Chinese family’s fifteen-year struggle to honor a grandmother’s dying 

wish to be buried in spite of a national ban of traditional Chinese practices, an effort that  

pitted family members against one another and risked their capture by authorities.   

929.209 H 
 

Wild China (Documentary) 

Journey across China from the peaks of the Himalayas to the barren steppe, the sub-Arctic to 

the tropical islands, through deserts both searingly hot and mind-numbingly cold and see a 

dazzling array of mysterious, beautiful, wild and rare creatures.  508.51 W 
 

The Eye of Jade by Diane Wei Liang (Mystery) 

A highly charged tale set in modern Beijing follows a detective’s search for a missing artifact, 

in a case that illuminates less-favorable aspects of Chinese culture and the detective’s own 

family during the Cultural Revolution.  FIC LIANG 

 

The Great Wall by John Man (Non-Fiction) 

An historian and travel writer journeys the entire length of the Great Wall of China and delves 

into the complex history of China, in an account that ranges from the country’s tribal past, 

through the war with the Mongols, to the present day.  951 M 
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On China by Henry Kissinger (Non-Fiction) 

Reveals how China’s past relationships with other nations informs us about its 21st-century 

trajectory, drawing on historical records as well as the Novel Peace Prize-winning author’s 

talks with Chinese leaders to explain the country’s intricate policy-making process and its 

emerging role as a global superpower.  327.51 K 

 

Mao: The Real Story by Alexander V. Pantsov and Steven I. Levine  

(Non-Fiction) 

Draws on extensive, [previously unavailable documents to reveal surprising details about Mao 

Zedong’s rise to power and leadership in China, providing coverage of such topics as his 

health, alleged affairs and controversial political decisions.  BIOG MAO 

 

Red Mandarin Dress by Xiaolong Qui (Mystery) 

Chief Inspector Chen Cao of the Shanghai Police Department finds himself caught up in a 

dangerous case when the bodies of two young women dressed in identical red mandarin 

dresses turn up, igniting fears of the city’s first sexual serial killer.  FIC XIAOLONG 

 

 

June Fourth Elegies by Xiaobo Liu (Poetry) 

A first publication of poetry by the 2010 winner of the Nobel Peace Prize spans 20 years of 

writing and includes poems written to commemorate the author’s fellow protestors at 

Tiananmen Square as well as pieces addressed to his wife in a volume that is presented in 

both English and Chinese.  849.14 X 

 

 

Nanking (Documentary) 

Tells the story of the Japanese invasion of Nanking through interviews and testimonies of 

Chinese survivors and Japanese soldiers, and staged readings of Westerners’ letters and  

diaries.  AV AREA N 

 
 

China Road by Rob Gifford (Non-Fiction Book on CD) 

Traveling along the three-thousand-mile stretch of China’s Route 312, the Beijing bureau 

chief for NPR offers a close-up look at the economic and social transformation within China 

and the implications for both China and the world.  AV AREA AC/CD 951.06 G 

 

 

Red Cliff  (Feature Film) 

In 208 A.D., General Cao Cao leads an army to destroy two warlords who stand in his way, 

but the warlords band together to take on the giant army and the emperor of the  

Han Dynasty.  Starring Tony Leung Chiu-Wai, Takeshi Kaneshiro, and Zhao Wei, directed by 

John Woo.  AV AREA R  

 
 

For more Books and DVDs on China, check Bookletters & Staff Recommendations on our website. 


